
Highly Capable 
 
The legislature finds that, for highly capable students, access to accelerated learning and 
enhanced instruction is access to a basic education. There are multiple definitions of highly 
capable, from intellectual to academic to artistic.  
 
Budget 
 
How Many Students We Serve and Grade Levels 
 
There are students at every grade K-12 (except 11) with a total of 26, and another round of 
additions coming in this spring. 1-3 at each grade level. We will likely be at about 30 as the year 
ends and we invite nominations again. 
 
Nomination 
 
K – 2 students are nominated in a variety of ways. Teachers are asked for their input as to the 
students they believe are highly capable. In addition, parents are invited to nominate their 
students. This year we did that process on two occasions and we will likely do it again before 
the year ends. The goal is to select as many students as we can adequately serve, and we use 
several different tests to determine that: The State Smarter Balance assessment, the SAT, and 
the ACT scores. Students and parents are then invited to be designated highly capable.  
 
Examples of Support 
 
Over the last couple of years we have done a variety of things: serving individuals and groups. 
Younger students have been supported with a reading program to accelerate their learning. 
Slightly older elementary students have worked with computers, learning computer skills and 
also learning how to have a safe web presence, including how to use a blog format.  Most 
students had the opportunity to learn to fly small drones, and some older students this year are 
are working on some self-reflective goal setting materials. Generally, students are served about 
once every couple of weeks or so depending on the student and their schedule as well.  
 
Ways To Improve the Program 
 
1. Increased funding, say, up to a 15,000, In my opinion would allow for a couple of very good 
things: 
 
 First, in order to truly serve these students, funds could be used for increased time 
  and assessment, allowing us to home in on on their specific giftedness, 
  as well as broaden the net by which we capture student giftedness. 
 
 Second, any funds that we can use to help train to teachers to recognize and develop 
  these students would be great for teachers and great for students.  
 
 Third, more time with these students and funds to set them up with technology,   
  materials, or field trips would be helpful to expand their horizons as to what  
  is possible for them, whether these would be college visits or other types of  
  experiences they are passionate about. 
 


