
Equity is the process, Equality is the outcome.  

Equality means giving students the same resources. Equity means giving each student access to the 

resources they need to learn and thrive. 
 
 

 

At the Board’s Summer 2017 Retreat Session we engaged in a discussion regarding development of an 

Equity Policy. The Board requested a sampling of activities/programs the District is currently engaged 

in which provide equity to students/families. This list is not all-inclusive, rather a snapshot of what we 

do/provide on a daily basis. 

What are we doing Description 

ACES Professional Development 
(led by Kayla and Aubrey) 

Staff in all three schools have participated in learning about 
(videos, discussions) ACES and how to utilize specific trauma 
informed strategies into their lesson design.  

Book Studies: 
ACES – Adverse Childhood 
Experience – Fostering Resilient 
Learners by Sours & Hall 
 
Growth Mindset by Carol Dweck 
 
Teaching with Poverty in Mind by Eric 
Jensen 
 

Staff have participated in several book studies focused on 
strategies that provide equity to all students particularly 
those most impacted by poverty and language acquisition 
needs.  
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What are we doing Description 

Level 1 EL Strategy Professional 
Development (taught by Katie) 

All certificated instructional staff have completed at 
minimum, Level 1 training (in addition to ESL endorsement or 
SIOP training). All new staff participate in the Level 1 training.  
A Level 2 course will be taught this spring. 

GLAD trained staff at the elementary All Elem Teachers (two currently being trained) have 
completed GLAD training (Guided Language Acquisition 
Development).   

Early Childhood ECEAP program  Our district offers high quality pre-school to all students in 
order to improve K-12 readiness by providing ongoing family 
support to our families/parents who qualify for ECEAP.  

Columbia Valley Community Health 
Counseling on MSD Campus  

Students and families experiencing poverty often have 
difficulty accessing health care service. We coordinate 
counseling services with CVCH for patients/students (usually 
public health qualifying) including summer support for a 
group of students.  

McKinney-Vinto (Homeless) Program 
Support 

When families enroll we include questions that indicate if a 
family is living in sub-standard or temporary housing.  Our 
staff is also trained to provide referrals when they hear of a 
possible homeless scenario. Students who are “homeless” 
can receive additional support with transportation (if living in 
another community) and additional supports including 
connections with community support agencies.  

Early Exit Transitional Bilingual 
Program 

Our transitional program provides strong language 
acquisition instruction in students’ first language for grades K-
2 with students receiving additional support in grades 3-12.  

Sheltered Instruction @ High School Providing language support so students can access high level 
content courses in their native language (as they learn 
English) and continue progress towards graduation. 

Alternate routes for earning credit 
(i.e. CTE for math) 

Students who (with their family’s consent) determine they 
wish to pursue a Career/Technical path are encouraged to 
take courses which better match their interests (accounting 
vs. pre-calculus).  

Test Accommodations to access the 
content (i.e. math and science in 
Spanish) 

We provide students with identified language needs to take 
content tests (standardized, state, local) in their native 
language as the test is about the content not their English 
language proficiency.  

Translation/Interpreter services are 
provided for both verbal and written 
communication.  

District staff clearly understand parents need to access our 
staff and materials in order to support their students. Almost 
all documents for parents have been/are translated in 
Spanish. Both school offices have phone interpreters 
available. Parent meetings/conferences have interpreter 
services planned and available. Our website is now able to be 
read in Spanish. Our texting service is also in Spanish.  
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Internships We provide HS students work based internships to expand 
their understanding and access to career exploration. Often 
students from poverty (and other marginalized groups) 
believe their choices are limited by what they have seen or 
heard about from family. Expanding all of our student career 
horizons is proving success in matching students’ interests 
with HS and Post-Secondary education choices.  

Post-Secondary/Career Campus Visits We provide visits to colleges, universities, major state 
employers, trade schools, etc. to expand student and family 
familiarity with post-secondary education and the importance 
of planning for this life/generation altering decision. All 
students benefit from this program particularly those 
students who will be first generation post-secondary 
attendees. 

FLI Parent Leadership Courses The district has partnered with the Family Leadership 
Institute in order to develop parental leadership and expand 
our parent’s ability to support their child(ren). The program 
utilizes a “train the trainer” approach in which parent leaders 
are trained and then teach other parents. This program has 
proven to be very valuable and we will continue with our 
third cohort of parents.  

ESL Instruction for 
parents/community 

The District has both taught and supported community 
groups in providing English as a Second Language (ESL) 
instruction for parents and community members. Currently a 
community group is utilizing our facilities 3-4 nights a week.  

Citizenship classes for 
parents/community 

The District has partnered with The Lake Chelan School 
District (alternating years) to offer citizenship courses for 
parents and community members. Staff members volunteer 
their time to teach citizenship candidates the English 
language and United States Civics for the exam.  

 


